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Greetings from our Program Director! 
 

Dear Scouts, Parents, and Leaders, 

 

As a new camping season approaches, we at Hidden Valley are already eagerly anticipating your arrival this summer, for 

what is certain to be our best year yet!  Since our inception in 1927, we at Hidden Valley have always strived to “Do Our 

Best” to bring you a camping experience that will never be forgotten!  If this summer will be your first at HVSR, we 

know you’ll love what you find!  Our 830+acre reservation is equipped with all the necessary resources to ensure the 

camping experience of a lifetime, including Sherman’s Creek, which provides excellent opportunities for fishing and 

boating throughout the Reservation.  While we’re proud of what we’ve done in the past, we’re always eager to identify 

ways in which we can better serve our Scouts.  To that end, we surveyed hundreds of our campers and guests last summer.  

Based on what we learned, we’d like to share our commitment to you for 2012.   

 

At Hidden Valley, we pride ourselves on our ability to refresh and renew our program every year.  Because of our 

location and resources, we are one of the few Scout camps able to provide a once in a lifetime experience for Scouts of all 

ages.  From our first year camper program, which we believe to be the best in the BSA, to our 40-ft climbing tower, 

shooting ranges, and extensive aquatics department; there’s something for everyone!  While we remain committed to the 

traditions we’ve inherited since our inception in 1927, we also seek to offer something new for every camper.  This year 

we’re offering a few new merit badges, as well as many new campwide events and competitions! 

 

At Hidden Valley, we strive to be responsive to the needs of our unit leaders.  When you arrive in camp this summer, 

you’ll notice increased efforts to the improvement of our campsite facilities.  In addition, we’ve also committed to 

improving our communication and promotional efforts to better support your year-round mission.  You’ll notice clearer 

and more frequent announcements through our camp’s website and Facebook page, and even a different organization to 

our Leaders’ Guides.  Instead of publishing a single, lengthy guidebook as we have in years past, this year we’ve chosen 

to publish two different versions: 

  

● This, our Program Highlights Guide, explains our schedule, activities, and advancement opportunities.  

We realize that this is the information most sought after by Scouts and leaders when they’re making plans 

for the summer.  Senior Patrol Leaders will find this particularly helpful for understanding the program 

that we will be offering this summer. 

● The Camp Leader Guide details all of the procedures, rules, and forms you’ll need to make a 

reservation and arrive at camp.  This will be most helpful to the Scoutmaster or Camping Chair.  

 

Finally, we know that when leaders come to camp, that they are looking for an exciting week of program and training as 

well.  Because of this, we have increased the amount of leaders competitions and training offered at camp this summer, so 

that you too can take advantage of all that Hidden Valley has to offer! 

 

Most importantly, at Hidden Valley, we endeavor to provide the best possible experience for our Scouts.  After all, 

Scouts go camping to learn and have fun!  This means we’ll continue to recruit and train the best possible staff.  We also 

try to strike an ideal balance between instructional time and free time so that a boy can explore the camp in his own way. 

Whether that means going for a hike with a buddy or relaxing around a campfire, you’re sure to appreciate the occasional 

free time built into our schedules. 

 

I look forward to seeing each of you at Hidden Valley this summer as we celebrate our 85
th
 Anniversary of Camping!   

 

 

 

Happy Scouting! 

 

Justin Myers        dolphinsfan10@aol.com 

Summer Program Director      http://newbirthoffreedom.org/hvsr   

http://newbirthoffreedom.org/hvsr
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THE HIDDEN VALLEY EXPERIENCE: 

WHAT’S NEW FOR 2012 
 

                                  

 
At Hidden Valley, we pride ourselves on our ability to renew and refresh our program 

offerings every year, and we’ve developed a few new programs for 2012.  We have 

expanded our merit badge catalogue to include Textile, Chess, and an old favorite, Bugling! 

byappointment In addition, we have adjusted our class schedule to offer more sections of 

our most popular activities (especially in the Climbing, Handicraft and Waterfront Areas).  

This should enhance our instructors’ abilities to provide more individual instruction to your 

Scouts, and improve the learning experience for all. 

   

Returning campers will remember that we tie many of our camp-wide activities together with a common theme.  

For 2012, our program will operate with the Celebration of our 85
th

 Anniversary theme.  Our world- class 

staff will be transforming the camp back to the way it was in the “old glory days” (well…as much as we can!)  

We’ll celebrate the days of old at our campfire and other camp-wide activities, while putting our own twist on 

things! 

 

Of course, you can do more than witness the theme by choosing to participate yourselves!  Our campers have 

always found creative ways to join the fun by incorporating our themes into their campsite gateways, cooking 

competitions, campfire skits, and more.  

 

Scouting makes memories, so in addition to our new programs, we’ve decided to continue two traditions to help 

you commemorate this season at Hidden Valley.  First, we ask each troop to leave their mark at Hidden Valley 

by contributing to the construction of our Hidden Valley Wall of Fame.  To contribute, please prepare a solid 

piece of wood (nothing brittle and no bigger than 8x10) by painting it to represent your troop.  We will hang 

each one in our Dining Hall, a place where they can be remembered for years to come!  Second, we will 

continue a practice from the earliest years of our camp’s history – the Camp Portrait!  Each and every Scout 

and Scouter is invited to pose for this group photograph during the check-in process on Sunday.  In these ways, 

we’ll preserve the memory of our summer’s fellowship for all time. 
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HIDDEN VALLEY 

2012 BOY SCOUT SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE 
TIME SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

6:45 am 

 

Polar Bear 

Swim 
Trail 
Run 

Polar Bear 

Swim 
Trail 
Run 

Polar Bear 

Swim Campsite 
Clean-Up 

7:30 am 
Campsite 
Clean-Up 

Campsite 
Clean-Up 

Campsite 
Clean-Up 

Campsite 
Clean-Up 

Campsite 
Clean-Up 

7:40 am 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 

7:50 am Flag Raising Flag Raising Flag Raising Flag Raising 
Flag 

Raising 
Flag Raising 

8:00 am Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

9:00 am 
to 

12:00 pm 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Troop 
Check-Out 

& Departure 

12:10 pm 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 

 

12:30 pm Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 
1:00 pm Troop Time Troop Time Troop Time Troop Time Troop Time 

2:00 pm 
to 

3:00 pm 
Troop Arrival 
& Check-In/ 

Troop Photos 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

Scheduled 
Program 
Activities 

3:00 pm 
to 

5:00 pm 

Open 
Program 
Activities 

Open 
Program 
Activities 

Open 
Program 
Activities 

Open 
Program 
Activities 

Open 
Program 
Activities 

5:40 pm 
Waiters 
Report 

Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report 
Waiters 

Report Parade of 
Colors 

5:50 pm 
Flag 

Lowering 
Flag 

Lowering 
Flag 

Lowering 
Flag 

Lowering 
Flag 

Lowering 

6:00 pm Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner 
Family 

Night 

Barbecue 

7:15 pm 

Leaders Mtg./ 

Camp Tours 
Vespers 

(7pm) 

HV “Cast 

Iron Chef” 

The “Great 

Ferry 

Race”& 

Water 

Carnival 

Day could 

change: 

Discover 

Scuba 

(7pm) 

Inter-troop 

Competitions 

Closing 

Campfire 

(8pm) 

8:00 pm 

8:30 pm 
Opening 

Campfire 
Order of the 
Arrow Night 

10:00 pm Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time 
 

SOME OF OUR SPECIAL PROGRAM OPPORTUNITIES 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Leave No Trace 
1:30 pm 

Climb on Safely 

9:00 am 
HVSR Critter Crawl 

1:30 pm 

Dan Beard & 

Wilderness Outpost 
5:30 pm 

Trek Safely 

1:30 pm 

Safe Swim Defense & 

Safety Afloat 
5:00 pm 

Health and Safety 

Training 

5:00 pm 

Hidden Valley 

Historical Tours 

7:00 pm 

Leaders Shoot 

Competition 

7:00 pm 

Mile Swim 

(during open swim 

any day of the week) 
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CAMPWIDE CHALLENGES, ACTIVITIES, AND EVENTS 
 

Troop and Patrol Activities 
 

 The reasons for attending Hidden Valley may be as diverse and numerous as our campers, but one thing 

is certain – the best memories are often those we share with friends!  Hidden Valley provides many program 

opportunities for groups to enjoy. 
 

Flag Ceremonies      Daily – 7:50 am and 5:50 pm 

 Demonstrate your patriotism by attending our daily flag ceremonies, or bring 

honor to your troop by volunteering to assist in the color guard’s duties.  Our daily 

assemblies also provide opportunities for communication and recognition, so don’t be 

late! 

 

HV “Cast-Iron Chef” Competition    Monday – (judging following Vespers) 

 Each troop should strive to be recognized as the Culinary Kings of Camp in this year’s “Cast-Iron Chef” 

Competition!  We challenge you to make the tastiest dessert that you can come up with.  Competition rules are 

simple: 

1) Each troop may enter a single recipe by bringing the finished dish to the Commissioners 

Corner following Vespers on Monday.  The troop should provide enough for sampling by 

several judges; leftovers may be shared with the rest of the camp staff or returned to the troop.    

2) Each troop must provide all of its own ingredients. 

3) The dish must be cooked by Scouts in camp over a campfire.  Leaders may assist the Scouts. 

4) Troops should strive for creative and original recipes.   

5) Each entry must include this year’s special ingredient…Cinnamon! 
 

 

The Great Ferry Race on Sherman’s Creek   Tuesday – 7:15 pm 

 This event takes us back to the beginning of our camp history, when troops and their gear were loaded 

onto a ferry to get across Sherman’s Creek to the central part of camp.  You may think they had it hard back 

then, but just wait until you try your luck in our “Great Ferry Race”! 

 Each troop should prepare their own ferry prior to arriving at camp, following these rules: 

  1) Each vessel must be constructed of cardboard and duct tape only.  You may also use items 

that you find at camp, if you wish (these must be all natural items). 

  2) Each vessel must be large enough to transport two Scouts for the entire race, as well as the 

“gear” that you will need to get ashore! 

 Contestants must transport their watercraft to Sherman’s Creek after dinner on Tuesday.  The aquatics 

staff will issue two paddles and flotation devices to each team.  Teams will race, and the team that finishes the 

challenge in the shortest time and without sinking will be recognized as the overall champion.  Additional prizes 

will be awarded to outstanding teams, including a new award for the best looking ferry. 
 

Water Carnival      Tuesday – (Following the Great Ferry Race) 

 There’s no better way to relax and refresh your spirits on a hot summer night than by participating in the 

Hidden Valley Water Carnival.  This program is designed with the goal of giving every Scout an opportunity to 

participate.  The Carnival will consist of water games at the Boat Docks field, including our Monster Slip & 

Slide, and a free swim at the pool.  But don’t worry about missing out on the fun of inter-troop water sports – 

that tradition of competition has been expanded and developed into the Aquatics Olympics!  
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Aquatics Olympics      Daily, By Appointment 

 This activity will consist of a series of water-based challenges.  Troops will send different 

representatives to each of the events, and the ultimate victor will be determined by the troop’s cumulative score.  

Examples of daily challenges will include a canoe race, relay race at the pool, and more! 
 

Hidden Valley Historical Tours    Wednesday – 7:00 pm  
 In keeping with the Celebration of our 85

th
 Anniversary, we will be offering a guided 

tour of camp by some of our most knowledgeable staff.  This tour will take you back to camp 

as it was in 1927, and includes stops at some of camps original foundations and structures.  

This will be an event you won’t want to miss! 
 

Interfaith Chapel Service     Monday – 7:00 pm to 7:45 pm 

 A Scout is reverent, and all are welcome to join in the fellowship of interfaith worship.  Back for his 13
th

 

Summer at Hidden Valley, “Chappy Bob” will lead this service of worship at the beautiful Schoffstall Chapel, 

located behind the Health Lodge and Stockade Campsites.  
 

Intertroop Activities       Thursday – 7:15 pm to 9:00 pm 

 Troops are encouraged to challenge one another to fun and competitive games of horseshoes, basketball, 

frisbee, volleyball, and more!  In addition, our very athletic staff will be waiting to challenge any troop to a 

game of their choice.  Do you have what it takes to beat the staff?!?   
 

Gateway Competition      All Week (Judging on Thursday morning) 

 Scouts can show pride in their campsite and practice their pioneering skills by working all week to 

construct a Troop Gateway.  Troops should bring their own supply of rope for lashing and any other theme-

related decorations they wish to use.  Wood for the gateway must be scavenged from the surrounding woods. 

Remember, camp rules prohibit the cutting of live trees and bringing unfinished wood onto camp property.  

 

Sports Challenges    Daily, By Appointment 

Does your troop have what it takes to prove its dominance in basketball, volleyball, 

soccer, or ultimate frisbee?  The Senior Patrol Leaders’ Council will coordinate inter-troop 

matches, but a truly confident troop may even challenge the ultimate sporting opponent – Camp 

Staff!   
 

Conservation Service Projects    Daily, By Appointment 

 A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, and Helpful!  Anyone interested in performing a project for the 

betterment of camp can do so by coordinating the project with the Program Director.  No special skills needed!   
 

Mountain Biking      Daily, By Appointment 

 Hidden Valley boasts some terrific biking trails.  Scoutmasters may coordinate with our Quartermaster 

to borrow mountain bikes and safety equipment for their units.  Biking must be done as a unit (or patrol) and at 

least two adult leaders must participate. 

 

Geocaching       Daily, By Appointment 

 This fast-growing sport has taken Scouting by storm!  Global positioning systems 

have revolutionized the practice of land navigation, and you can experience it for yourself 

by taking a practice run along our course.  You may bring your own GPS or borrow one of 

ours.   See our Scoutcraft Director for more information. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=daniel+carter+beard&view=detail&id=B3D20BA374DB8A2CD2FE9CE3826B645FA624AEC6&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR
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Troop Shoots        Daily, By Appointment 

 Many troops have made shooting competitions a summer camp tradition.  Due to the priority we place 

on providing time for merit badge shooters to practice, the windows to schedule troop shoots are extremely 

limited.  We will try to accommodate requests on a first-come, first-served basis, so see the Shooting Sports 

Director as soon as possible.  Units will be charged for the ammunition they use. 
 

Buddy Activities 
 

Polar Bear Swim       Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 6:45 am 

 Early risers will relish this activity.  Gather at the pool before breakfast for a quick dip in 

the “frigid” water.  There’s no better way to wake up and start your day!  Those who do 

participate will be able to buy a special patch commemorating their accomplishment. 
 

Leave No Trace Training      Monday – 1:30 pm 

“We who know the woods that grace thee, trace thy meadows ore.  Learn the flowers that 

bloom upon thee, watch the birds that soar”. The BSA supports the Leave No Trace program to 

promote environmental ethics.  This brief orientation session will explain the principles of the 

program as applied to Scout camping. 

 

 

 

Mile Swim        Daily, By Appointment 

 Any youth or adult wishing to test his endurance should strive to join the exclusive 

company of Mile Swimmers.  Participants will have the opportunity to swim for distance each 

afternoon, building up to the final session in which everyone attempts to swim one mile. 
 

 

Trail Run       Tuesday, Thursday – 6:45 am 

 What better way to start your day than with a little exercise?  Members of our staff will lead participants 

on a run around camp to prove our commitment to remaining physically strong.  The Trail Run complements 

the Polar Bear Swim program, and many Scouts choose to participate in both.    
 

Order of the Arrow Recognition Day    Wednesday – All Day 

The Order of the Arrow has been providing service to Scouting since its beginning in 

1915, and Hidden Valley honors that legacy by holding an “OA Day” each Wednesday in our 

camping season.  Members of the Order, regardless of their lodge or council affiliation, are 

invited to wear their sashes with their uniforms on these days.  Other OA events that may be 

scheduled during the week may include a Call-Out Ceremony, Brotherhood Ceremony, and 

Campwide Service Project.  While we welcome all Arrowmen, candidates from other lodges 

may participate in our Call-Out Ceremony only with written permission from their home lodge chief. 

 

 

 

Iron Man Competition     Daily, 4:00 pm 

 A long-time Hidden Valley tradition returns for yet another season!  Scouts can compete for the coveted 

distinction of being named a Hidden Valley Iron Man.  This grueling competition includes physical and mental 

challenges from the Hidden Valley camp staff that will test a Scout’s strength, endurance, speed, and skill. 

 



Hidden Valley                                            NEW BIRTH OF FREEDOM COUNCIL 

6 

 

 

Leaders Shoot Competition     Thursday, 7:00 pm 

 Who’s the sharpest shooter in the camp?  Leaders may shoot for score to see who rises above the rest.  

Champion Shooters will be recognized at the closing campfire.   

 

Checkers and Chess Tournaments    Daily  

 Scouts and Leaders may gather in the Dining Hall parking lot each afternoon to play chess or checkers.  

Whether you play competitively or casually, you’ll find these games are both fun and mentally stimulating. 

 

Hidden Valley Critter Crawl     Wednesday, 1:30 pm 

 A Hidden Valley favorite is making its triumphant return to the Reservation this summer!  The Hidden 

Valley Critter Crawl, sponsored by our Ecology-Conservation Department, is an exciting competition where 

troops will enter a critter that they have caught at camp into a race out in our athletic complex.  Details on this 

event will be provided when you arrive in camp this summer! 

 

 

 

 

PARTNER PROGRAMS 
 

Discover Scuba     Weekday to be Scheduled, Approximately 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
 

 Returning for another season this summer is the ever popular Discover Scuba program!  Hidden Valley 

has partnered with the Harrisburg Divers to offer this program.  Participants will take a PADI Scuba class at our 

pool that will enable them to complete many (but not all) of the requirements for the Scuba BSA award.  Every 

participant must complete an additional release form.  Please Note:  Any participant marking “yes” to any of 

the medical conditions listed on the release form must receive the prior written approval of a physician to 

participate.  This program costs $20 per person, which covers additional instruction and equipment rental.  

Depending on group numbers, this program may be offered at Tuckahoe during a particular week.  In this event, 

transportation will be arranged for all participants.
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HIDDEN VALLEY 

2012 MERIT BADGE SCHEDULE 

START TIME AQUATICS 
 CLIMBING 

    TOWER 
HANDICRAFT 

HEALTH & 

SAFETY 
NATURE SCOUTCRAFT 

SHOOTING 

SPORTS 
WATERFRONT 

9:00 AM 
 

Lifesaving  

(9:00-10:30) 

 

Swimming 

 

 

 

Horizontal Wall 

Open 

 

 

       Metalwork 

 

Textile 

 

First Aid 

*Astronomy* 

Envi Science 

*Reptile and 

Amphibian Study* 

Pioneering 

(9:00-10:30) 

 

Geocaching 

 

 

Archery  

 

Rifle Shooting 

 

Canoeing 

 

Fly Fishing 

9:30 AM 
Envi Science (cont) 

*Geology* 

*Weather* 

10:00 AM 
Lifesaving (cont) 

 

Snorkeling BSA 

 

Swimming 

 

Climbing  

(10:00-12:00) 

 

 

*Basketry* 

*Leatherwork* 
First Aid 

Envi Science 

*Fish and Wildlife 

Management* 

Pioneering (cont) 
 

 

Wilderness 

Survival 

Archery  

 

Rifle Shooting 

 

*Fishing* 

Kayaking BSA 

10:30 AM 
*Basketry* 

*Woodcarving* 

Envi Science (cont) 

*Weather* 

*Fishing* 

Kayaking (cont.) 

11:00 AM Instructional 

Swim 

 

Swimming 

 

 

Climbing (cont)  

Indian Lore 

*Leatherwork* 

 
 

Emergency 

Preparedness 

*Astronomy* 

Envi Science 

*Reptile and 

Amphibian Study* 

Camping 

 

Orienteering 

 

 

Archery  

 

Rifle Shooting 

 

 Shotgun 

Shooting 

Canoeing 

 

Rowing 

11:30 PM 
Indian Lore (cont) 

*Wood Carving* 

 

Envi Science (cont) 

*Geology*  

*Mammal Study* 

2:00 PM Lifesaving  

(2:00-3:30) 

 

Swimming 

      

 

Climbing 

(2:00-4:00) 

 

 

 

Textile 

 

Metalwork 

 

First Aid 

     Envi Science 

*Mammal Study* 
Camping 

 

Pioneering 

(2:00-3:30) 

 

Archery  

 

Rifle Shooting 

 

Shotgun 

Shooting 

*Fishing* 

Kayaking BSA 

2:30 PM 
*Astronomy* 

Envi Science (cont) 

*Nature* 

*Fishing* 

Kayaking (cont.) 

3:00 PM Lifesaving (cont) 

 

Open Swimming 

 

Climbing (cont) 

 

  

 

Metalwork 

 

Space Exploration 

 

 

Chess 

*Forestry* 

*Soil and Water 

Conservation* 

Cooking  

 

Pioneering (cont) 

Open 

Archery/Rifle  

 

Shotgun 

Shooting 

Canoeing 

 

Rowing 
3:30 PM Open Nature Cooking (cont) 

4:00 PM Open Swimming 
 

Open Climbing 

*Fingerprinting* 

*Basketry* 

Personal Fitness 

 

Bird Study/ 

Open Nature 

Cooking/ 

Hiking 
Open Shooting Open Boating 

MERIT BADGE CLASSES DESIGNATED WITH ASTERISKS (*) LAST 25 MINUTES.  ALL OTHER CLASSES LAST 50 MINUTES.  BUGLING OFFERED BY APPT. ONLY
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A QUICK GUIDE TO SUMMER CAMP CLASSES 
 

A Scout attending summer camp must make many important decisions.  Of these, selecting merit badge classes may be 

one of the most important.  Ambitious Scouts may make the mistake of trying to cram too many classes into a single 

week, while their less motivated counterparts may avoid challenging themselves.  As Leaders, you may be called upon to 

advise Scouts in both of these situations.  On the following page you will find a table that summarizes some information 

you will find helpful when framing your advice. 
 

Please be sure to register for your summer programs by returning the proper forms by June 1, 2012.  These forms are 

included at the end of this guide.  Please also be sure to understand the National Policy on Partials if it applies to your 

Scouts.  Basically, anyone who previously completed some (but not all) of the requirements for a merit badge may receive 

credit for that work so long as he can convince his counselor that he remains knowledgeable about those requirements.  
 

Merit Badge (or Special Program):  Hidden Valley will host nearly 40 merit badges and several special 

recognition awards this summer.  They are listed alphabetically.  Merit badges that are required for the rank of 

Eagle Scout appear in italics, while badges that were not offered at Hidden Valley last season appear in bold 

print.  Every Scout must bring a signed merit badge application (“blue card”) to the first class session. 
 

Program Area:  We offer merit badges through seven departments.  The location of each department is clearly 

marked on the Program Map (found at the end of this guide).  Individual merit badge classes may meet in 

alternate areas, but advance notice of any change will be provided in class or at camp assemblies. 
 

The distance between program areas should be one of the critical considerations in preparing your Scouts’ 

schedules.  The travel time between classes is limited, so encourage your Scouts to schedule accordingly.  Poor 

planning will result in chronic tardiness and is inconsiderate to the campers in class who plan more carefully. 
 

Prerequisites:  The listed requirements should be completed prior to arriving at camp, although failure to do so 

will not prevent a Scout from taking the class.  In some cases, the Scout will be quizzed to ensure that he has 

acquired the requisite skill.  In other cases, direct evidence of the finished work should be brought to camp.  

Appropriate evidence will vary depending on the requirement in question, but completed projects, papers, 

photographs, and journals are some examples.  In a few cases, the counselor may accept a note from a parent or 

Scoutmaster as evidence.  These pre-requisites are accurate for 2011 and are further explained in the following 

pages.  Any changes in requirements for 2012 will be advertised on our council website’s camping page.  
 

Difficulty:  The counselors at Hidden Valley believe that any Scout should be able to earn any badge we offer, 

though some will prove more challenging than others.  To help you guide your Scouts to set realistic goals, we 

have carefully evaluated all of our merit badges based on three criteria: 
 

  Does the badge require a Scout to acquire complicated skills or uncommon knowledge? 

  How much time would the average Scout need to study or practice outside of class? 

  Are there time-consuming requirements to be completed outside of camp? 
 

Based on our analysis, we have assigned each merit badge a difficulty rating from 1 (easier) to 3 (harder).  We 

must stress that we offer these ratings purely for planning purposes.  No Scout should ever be discouraged from 

attempting to earn a “difficult” badge if it interests him, nor should any Scout regard a “Partial Completion” as 

equivalent to a “Failure.”   
 

Additional Charges:  A few of our merit badges impose additional costs on Scouts to cover class materials.  

Charging these special fees allow us to keep our overall camping fees lower than they otherwise would be.  

Scouts also learn to be more thrifty and responsible for items they individually purchase.  We strive to keep 

these costs as low as possible.  Please see the appropriate merit badge descriptions for details.  
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2012 MERIT BADGE AND RECOGNITION LIST 
Eagle-Required Merit Badges appear in italics.  Badges that were not offered at Hidden Valley last year appear in bold. 

MERIT BADGE OR 

SPECIAL PROGRAM 

PROGRAM 

AREA 

PREREQUISITES DIFFICULTY ADDITIONAL 

CHARGE 
Archery Shooting Sports  2 $ 

Astronomy Nature 6b 2  
Basketry Handicraft  1 $ 

Bird Study Nature 8 2  

Bugling by appointment  Handicraft 2b, 6 2  

BSA Lifeguard Award Aquatics 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 24 3  
Camping Scoutcraft 4, 7, 8d, 9a, 9b 2  
Canoeing Waterfront 3 2  
Climbing Climbing  3  
Cooking Scoutcraft 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 1  
Emergency Preparedness Health & Safety 1, 8 3  
Environmental Science Nature  3  
Fingerprinting Handicraft  1  

Chess Health & Safety  1  
First Aid Health & Safety 1, 2d 3  
Fish and Wildlife Management Nature 5 2  
Fishing Waterfront  2  
Fly Fishing Waterfront  2  
Forestry Nature  2  
Geocaching Scoutcraft 7, 8, 9 3  
Geology Nature  1  
Hiking Scoutcraft 5, 6, 7 3  
Indian Lore Handicraft 2 1 $ 
Kayaking BSA Award Waterfront 1 2  
Leatherwork Handicraft  1 $ 

Lifesaving Aquatics 1a 3  
Mammal Study Nature  1  
Metalwork Handicraft  2 $ 

Nature Nature  Either 4a.2 or 4e.1  2  
Orienteering Scoutcraft  3  
Personal Fitness Health & Safety 1b, 6, 7, 8 3  
Pioneering Scoutcraft 2a 2  
Reptile and Amphibian Study Nature 8 2  
Rifle Shooting Shooting Sports  2 $ 

Rowing Waterfront 3 2  
Shotgun Shooting Shooting Sports  3 $ 

Soil and Water Conservation Nature  1  
Snorkeling BSA Award Aquatics 1 1  
Space Exploration Handicraft  2 $ 

Swimming Aquatics 3 2  

Textile Handicraft  1 $ 
Weather Nature 8 1  
Wilderness Survival Scoutcraft  2  
Woodcarving Handicraft 2a 2 $ 
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